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Blessings from Pastor Tino | ñBeyond 125 Yearsò 

 
 I am remembering my first week in Seminary at Pacific School of Reli-

gion in Berkeley, California and how excited I was to begin the process of 

discernment. Learning about the origins of scripture and how they can apply 

to us today was where I discovered how the Gospels were alive in me al-

readyðI just needed to be still and listen. Many questions emerged along the 

way and not having answers at that very moment was okay, as soon it would 

be revealed. As we moved forward, one of the biggest teachings of seminary 

was to answer, ñwhy attendance on Sunday worship services were going downò and ñwhy church membershipò was 

going down? I am also recalling this statement from one of the professors ï ñsoon, the pastor is going to have to text 

his message to peopleôs phones because that is where the younger generation is getting their information from ï so-

cial media. If the pastor is not equipped with these new social media tools, the church may be left further behind.ò 
 

 So, here we are my beloved community ï having to do worship services using our social media tools. Who would 

have ever ñthunk-itò that we would be doing virtual worships three years ago when you called me to be your pastor? 

Iao Church was already broadcasting parts of their worship services on Facebook, so the church was already ahead of 

the curve. We have only expanded on what you were already doing before I got here ï so this church has been on the 

move! What has been constant through this ñshelter-in-placeò is you continue to ñBE THE CHURCH ï IN WORDS 

AND ACTIONS.ò John 4:23-24 that was read a few Sundays back reminds us that worship happens in ñSpirit and 

truthò and wherever you are, worship is a constant occurrence. So here we are Iao Church, ñkillôin-itò in being a virtu-

al Church and yet, I am sure we all miss that human touch ï I know I miss you all! Hang in there Church, we will 

come together again soon, our safety against this Covid-19 virus must be paramount in what we do together as a 

faithful community. 
 

 125 years ago, our founders could not have imagined a virtual worship service. Yet, the Spirit of God has always 

had this virtual quality to it as it moves from one generation to the next. Now is the time for us to write the next 

chapter to our Iao story. Recalling what Rev. Jack Belsom stated in his address to Iao, ñremembering and celebrating 

is not enough, we must add new chapters to the history of Iao UCC as we move toward the 150th Anniversary.ò We 

must write the next chapters by how we bring our dreams of Iao UCC into fruition. We are given a great opportunity 

by the Spirit of God to write these next chapters that coincide with how we do virtual worships, how we continue to 

upgrade our church campus, how we ñBEò the church out in our neighborhoods and community and how we 

ñreshape the futureò with courage and faith. Let us think of coming together on Sunday mornings as a way of rejuve-

nation, but then the ñchurchò must go on deployment every week to ñbe the church.ò 
 

Blessings with love, appreciationé and Happy 125th Birthday Iao UCC! 

          Pastor Tino 
Photo above: Pastor Tino and Rong-Chao 

at the Virtual Good Friday service. 
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April Birthdays 

 

4/1 Dennis Hashiro 

4/2 Yukie Emoto 

 Edwin Ichiriu 

4/7 Tim Greathouse 

 Anne Hill 

 Jena Johannes 

4/14 Darson Defang 

 Joy Yamane 

4/17 Jonathan Kaneshina 

4/21 Susan King 

4/22 Jane Tanji 

4/23 Joshua Yoruw 

4/26 Alan Yamamoto 

 Pamela Ikeda 

 Jefferson Yinmed 

4/29 Mike Yamashiro 

 JAC Yoruw 

4/30 Warren Orikasa 

 

May Birthdays 

 

5/5 Maybelle Hashizume 

5/7 Alana Fernandez 

5/8 Paul Tonnessen 

5/9 Anna Mayeda 

5/12 Thelma Iwami 

5/16 Melissa Goulart 

5/18 Diana George 

5/20 Michael Kaneshina 

5/22 Lyndon Cornelius 

5/24 Carissa Yinmed 

5/28 Zachary Withrow 

5/30 Noah Johannes, Jr. 

5/30 Heide Israel 

Above is an internet meme that Pastor Tino 

posted to the church Facebook Group page,  

on April 15. The FB group continues to be very 

active, with many frequent posters and 

commentersñboth members and non-member 

friends of the church, and as of April 29 had 

408 members (mostly thanks to Pastor Tino 

inviting a whole bunch of folks from his 

very diverse FB friends lists). 

 
Below is a photo of the churchõs lower parking 

lot area that Lloyd took on April 22 and posted 

to the FB Group page. He captioned:  

òVaguely intriguing. Shadow of church steeple, 

white lines on the ground and in the sky. Pointing 

at what? Is there a message here?ó 

May Lectionary 

May 3  4th Sunday of Easter 

   Acts 2:42-47 

   Psalm 23 

   1 Peter 2:19-25 

    John 10:1-10 

   Powerful Witness 

 

May 10 5th Sunday of Easter 

   Acts 7:55-60 

   Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

   1 Peter 2:2-10 

    John 14:1-14 

   Enduring Witness 

 

May 17 6th Sunday of Easter 

   Acts 17:22-31 

   Psalm 66:8-20 

   1 Peter 3:13-22 

    John 14:15-21 

   Witness of Love 

 

May 24 7th Sunday of Easter 

   Acts 1:6-14 

   Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

   1 Peter 3:13-22 

    John 17:1-11 

   Spirit of Witness 

 

May 31 Pentecost Sunday 

   Acts 2:1-21 

   Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

   1 Cor. 12:3b-13 

    John 20:19-23 

   Strengthen the Church 

 
The lesson in bold is the focus of both the 

message of the day and any Sunday School 

lesson; the italicized title is the theme for 

the Sunday service. ƀ 
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Timôs Manaóo | Moderatorôs Notes 

April 2020 

 

May the Peace of God that passes all understanding be with you! 

 

First of all aloha and I hope you are all well during this time of COVID-19.  

During pandemic times like this, people are struggling with issues like child-

care, jobs, the health of the family, loved ones, and finances.   I personally 

find myself overreacting to the news of COVID-19.  I feel that many of the 

things I have taken for granted are now being called into question.  

 

Itõs moments like this that remind me that God is in charge.  We are living 

in an imperfect world.  But I know that God has a plan for us.  It is often 

through adversity that we draw nearer to each other and to God.  I be-

lieve that some good can come out of this terrible event.  Hereõs some of that silver lining. 

 

With restaurants being shut down, we can have more time for sitting down to share home cooked meals.  Those 

family connections are amazing. There will be more time for us parents to instruct our children in the teaching 

about the Lord.  Saying grace before a meal is another opportunity to model a life of faith for kids. I look forward to 

more time playing catch in the backyard. We need to keep praying.  Let us pray for God to bring revival during this 

time of national emergency.  We need to keep reading the scripture.  We need to keep loving God.  And we need 

to continue taking care of our neighbors.  We will get through this with God on our side! 

 

I am saddened that we will not get to spend the month of April attending worship services.  I canõt remember miss-

ing Easter service.  I have fond memories of Easter breakfast and Keiki Easter Egg Hunt.  òDo not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God. And the peace of 

God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.ó Philippians 4:6-7  

 

Godõs peace, protection, joy, and strength be with you, 

Tim Stewart, Iao UCC Moderator 

[ Editor: photo above is of the moderatorõs family 

attending virtual worship online one Sunday in March. ] 

Since the shelter-in-place and work-from-home directives from state and county officials, Iao UCC has been 
holding its committee meetings online. Photo above left shows the April 29 Council meeting (doesnôt show 
Lynette Shiroma, who was attending via phone audio only. The graph on the right shows the increase of # of 
members in our church Facebook Group. Membership had been at a plateau at around 275 individuals, but     
increased sharply around mid-Marchðmostly as a function of Pastor Tino inviting numerous friends from his 
varied social media contactsðto the current number of 408 as of the end of April. 



4 

 

 

òThe Future Awaitsó  
Sermon on April 26, 2020 by The Rev. FlorenòTinoó C. Cordova, Pastor 

 

125th Anniversary Theme: òReflecting Our Past That Leads to Our Futureó 

1st Peter 1:17-23 & Luke 24:13-35 

 

 Three years ago ð when we began our journey together, we never could have imagined that we 

would be celebrating virtual worships together. We never could have imagined celebrating our 125th 

Anniversary virtually. But no matter the style or the place ð we are connected spiritually by the Holy 

Spirit of God and as I mentioned last Sunday ð as a church that is on deployment ð we are still 

called to be the living Church of God. As the pastor of this amazing church we call Iao United Church 

of Christ, I hear everything and get things firsthand. What I have learned is that our church that is on 

deployment has handed out face masks, toilet paper, paper towels, postage stamps. Some of you have 

sewed face masks to those in need, have shared your fruits and vegetables from your gardens with 

those in need. Beloved Iao, this is the epitome of House Churches. This is what it means to òbe the 

living churchó out in our communities in a time such as this. Praise God and Amen for you Iao UCC. 

What better way to celebrate our 125th Anniversary than to hear you continue to be the church in 

words and actions. I love you Iao UCC! 
 

 Three years ago, I also remember asking each of you to ònot be afraidó and to òdream big!ó I also asked each of you to ònot 

quash each otherõs dreamsó each one of us have for our beloved Iao UCC Church. As we virtually celebrate this 125th Anniversary of our 

church ð I am still encouraging each of us to òdream bigó and not allow fear to be our guide ð but to allow the òyes we canó atti-

tude to come into fruition and allowing that same Spirit of God that guided the founders in 1895 to lead us today and into the future. 

The Spirit of God is not bound by doctrines or traditions ð but enables the dreams of each generation to come alive. Our church has a 

history that we should celebrate, and we do on this day, but we are not bound by it either ð only encouraged by the many changes it 

has endured for the sake of the Gospels. 
 

I am thinking about Cleopas in todayõs Gospel reading and his friend on that road to Em-

maus thinking that all was lost. How many times did the early church leaders of Wailuku 

Japanese Christian Church have to overcome hardships? How many times did this faithful 

community have to overcome hardships? The accidental drowning of one of our former pas-

tors? The arrest of another pastor who was then put into an internment camp. Yes, Iao UCC 

ð we have a history ð both good and bad but through it all ð the Holy Spirit of 1895 

continues to be with us now in 2020. You see church, the Holy Spirit has always had a 

virtual quality to it ð we just need to be reminded that no matter where we worship or 

how we worship ð Christ walks with us on this Emmaus journey, even today. 
 

 I truly believe that God put not motion in 1895 and gave birth to this church for a reason. From the very beginning ð from 

Wailuku Japanese Christian Church, to Iao Congregational Church, to Iao United Church of Christ ð diversity of our community has be-

come the prominent part of our call. Imagine with me all the changes that has occurred from 1895 to today. Imagine through our 

dreams, the changes God has instore for us for the future. While the Holy Spirit remains the same ð again, not bound by doctrine or 

traditions ð we the living body of Christ ð the alive church of today, the alive church of the Gospels, has gone through many changes. 

A once Japanese only speaking church, to an English speaking church, that now includes Spanish, Hawaiian, the many languages of  

Micronesia, and most recently, we have welcomed into our church family, The Free Church of Tonga. This is what is means to live out ð 

òWe are a people of God.ó ð Amen and praise God! 
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 Beloved Iao Church ð as we move toward 150 years of mission and ministry ð we cannot 

hold on to a sedentary religion, we must acknowledge a religion that appreciates our past, but 

one that does not cling to it. We cannot hold on to a religion that clings to a building or to 

dead wood we sit on every Sunday. If there is one thing we should be learning from these past 

few Sundays in quarantine ð is that the church is where we stand ð and where we stand is 

Holy ground my beloveds. Where we stand is the church and it is Holy. As free people of God ð 

let us bring all of our hopes and dreams to God table and pray and discern how we make those 

dreams come alive for our generation and the next. There are many ways in which churches of 

today have had to transition and become nimble. Another lesson we should be learning in our 

world today. Rong and I have learned about how sound and video are heard and seen from 

your perspective and how we are nimble enough to make necessary adjustments at a moments 

notice. How far our virtual worship has gone around the world has amazed us ð not only to 

the mainland, but to places in Africa, Venezuela, Brazil, Guatemala, just to name a few. Our 

family has grown because of our virtual world reality of today. So we cannot tie ourselves to ideas and buildings and furniture that are 

permanent and immovable. We must be nimble enough to change that is mission and vision focused. 
 

 As many of you know, we have begun to put together a 3-, 5- and 10-year strategic plan. That plan is still working its way 

through the process and those who were at the Congregational meeting in January received a small glimpse of the process. The Pastorõs 

Vision I put together for the Strategic Planning Committee has already been implemented in many ways because of the support of not 

only the local church, but from help of many supporters ð a new sound system, the projection capabilities in the sanctuary, air condi-

tioners in Kanda Hall, new fans in Kanda Hall, new water heater in Kanda Hall and now the ability to do virtual worship on social me-

dia outlets. These are many dreams that some of you have suggested ð like a certified kitchen, air conditioning in the sanctuary, stor-

age space in Kanda Hall, etc. These are big dreams and visions that mean a lot to members of our church family. We donõt have to get 

them done tomorrow, but we need to pray and discern in the process of òyes we canó type of attitude. How do we continue to support 

our Youth, the next generation and keep them engaged as a living and vital part of our church family? 
 

 As we travel together on this our Emmaus road, let us not get trapped by doubt and fear and on the nay-sayers ð but to remain 

focused on mission and vision where God is calling us to be in 2050. Let us not hold on to religion of the past but move toward a 

future we can shape. As the song that Pastor Jack Belsom wrote begins with ð òWe can shape the future. Itõs Godõs wayó which was 

the theme of this church in 1995 for the Churchõs Centennial Celebration. Not only do we celebrate Iaoõs 125th Anniversary of being a 

faithful church all these years ð but we also celebrate that moment in which the Gospels became alive in us ð and moved us into 

oneness with each other and with the Divine. As Pastor Jack stated so eloquently this morning ð (quote) òremembering and celebrating 

is not enough ð we must add new chapters to the history of Iao UCC as we move toward the 150th Anniversary.ó (end quote) This is 

an invitation in putting words into action as this church has and continues to do for many years to come. New Chapters do not get 

written unless we create a new story for them. New stories do not happen unless we have a vision and dream for them. 
 

 So, let us close with this. Let us go forth and create these new stories for the next chapters of our history. Let us continue to be 

people of God that move with such boldness and purpose without fear and doubt. We do not need to accomplish our dreams by tomor-

row ð we only need to move forward, one step at a time, one day at a time in faith ð knowing that Christ walks with us on this our 

Emmaus journey. Amen, Amene, Ashe, A-ho and Alleluia. 

A cellphone text message from Anna Mayeda the day after the 125th Anniversary virtual worship service:  

 
Happy Mondayðjust wanted to say how much I enjoyed your 125th celebration service yesterday... 
...thank you so much for your efforts and love that went into providing us a meaningful service! 



6 

 

 

Sunday Morning Virtual Worship Services at  | facebook.com/groups/iaoucc 

How the Virus Stole Easter  
by Kristi Bothur (with a nod to Dr. Seuss) 

 
ôTwas late in ô19 when the virus began  

Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land.  

People were sick, hospitals full,  

Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school.  

As winter gave way to the promise of spring,  

The virus raged on, touching peasant and king.  

People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen.  

They YouTubed and Zoomed, social-distanced, and cleaned.  

 

 April approached and churches were closed.  

 òThere wonõt be an Easter,ó the world supposed.  

 òThere wonõt be church services, and egg hunts are out.  

 No reason for new dresses when we canõt go about.ó  

 Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest.  

 The world was focused on masks and on tests.  

 òEaster canõt happen this year,ó it proclaimed.  

 òOnline and at home, it just wonõt be the same.ó  

 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the days came and went.  

The virus pressed on; it just would not relent.  

The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed.  

The virus still menaced, the people, estranged.  

òPooh pooh to the saints,ó the world was grumbling.  

òTheyõre finding out now that no Easter is coming.  

òTheyõre just waking up! We know just what theyõll do!  

Their mouths will hang open a minute or two,  

And then all the saints will all cry boo-hoo!  

 

 òThat noise,ó said the world, òwill be something to hear.ó  
 So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear.  

 And it did hear a sound coming through all the skies.  

 It started down low, then it started to rise.  

 But the sound wasnõt depressed. This sound was triumphant!  

 It couldnõt be so! But it grew with abundance!  

 The world stared around, popping its eyes.  

 Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise!  

 Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small,  

 Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all!  

 

It hadnõt stopped Easter from coming! It came!  

Somehow or other, it came just the same!  

And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine  

Stood puzzling and puzzling.  òJust how can it be?ó  

òIt came without bonnets, it came without bunnies,  

It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or money.ó  

Then the world thought of something it hadnõt before.  

òMaybe Easter,ó it thought, òdoesnõt come from a store.  

Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more.ó  

And what happened then? Well....the storyõs not done.  

What will YOU do? Will you share with that one  

Or two or more people needing hope in this night? 

Will you share the source of your life in this fight? 

  

 The churches are empty - but so is the tomb,  

 And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom.  

 So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer,  

 As the virus still rages all around, everywhere.  

 May the world see hope when it looks at Godõs people.  

 May the world see the church is not a building or steeple.  

 May the world find Faith in Jesusõ death and resurrection,  

 May the world find Joy in a time of dejection.  

 May 2020 be known as the year of survival,  

 But not only that - Let it start a revival. 

Pastor Tino was at an online meeting with his 

colleagues from the Hawaii Conference when 

he heard someone say it would be a wonder-

ful idea to put portraits of parishioners on 

the empty pews of churches that were hold-

ing virtual worship services. This newsletterõs 

editor thought this idea quite appealing and right up his alley, so found 

photo portraits of many church members, printed them, and put them 

on the pews so that Pastor Tino and Rong could look out at the virtual 

congregation while leading virtual worship on Sunday mornings. Some of 

these portraits are from many years ago, discovered in the hard drive of 

one of the old PCs stored in the church office. Our neighbor Nur Gibson 

has taken to putting floral and plant offerings in front of photos on the 

pews at the lanai, in honor of the absent church members (below). 


