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Blessings from Pastor Tin@eyond 125 Yearsbo

I am remembering my first week in fic ¢
gion in Berkeley, California and how 0 beq
di scernment . Learning about the orig : : and
to us today was where | discovered h@= (fjver e
ready just needed to be stildl and | is x ' i ons
way and not having answers at that v b kay,
be revealed. As we moved forward, one t ea
was to answer, Afwhy attendance on Sunday worship service:
going down? | am also recalling tihiisso osnt,a ttehnee npta sftroorm iosn eg o
his message to peoplebds phones because that is whiege- t he
ci al medi a. I f the pastor is not equipped with these new

So, here we ar e myi hbaevlionyge d oc adnomwwoirtsyhi p services using
have eveirt dtthhhatk we would be doing virtual wor ships thr ece
l ao Church was already broadcasting parts of their worshi
the curve. We have only expanded on what ybusweherahrbasd:

move! What has been constplnacedriosugyho u hc osn tAisrhied NtetORBE T H
AND ACTI ONS. 62 4) othhnat4 :wa3s read a few Sundays back reminds
trutho and wherever you are, worship is a canotamt bedanuwr |
al Church and yet, I am sufle kwreow!lll miss yYydhatalhlumalHan @ uict
come together again soon,-1®Duvi rsiad emwys tagkmeé npar arhad wsn tCoivid dwh
faithful community.

125 years ago, our founders could not have i magined a v
had this virtual guality to it as it moves from one gene:l
chapter to our |l ao story. Recalling what Rev. Jack Bel sol
is not enough, we must add new chapters to the history of

must write the next chapters by how we bring our dreams
by the Spirit of God to write these next chapters that ¢

upgrade our church campus, how we ABEO the church out in
Aireshape the futureo with courage and faith. Let us thinl
nation, but then the Achurchd must go on depl oyment ever:

Bl essings with | owWe,ppaptdBdeicti had d yo nléa ca ndCC!
Pastor Tino

Photo above: Pastor Tin€had Rong
at the Virtual Good Friday service



Ma Lecti ona
L Make sure you
May L8"'Sunday of E teSt pOSItlve fOI‘ 4/1
Act s -427. 4 2
. 4/2
Psalm 23 Falth. Keep
1 Petex5 2:19 .
Cohn N 1 distance from K
Power ful Wit
Doubt, and

May Gosunday of HEEECIIEICR{{]]) S
Act s -6/0: 55
Psal m53 11165 Fear. Trust God 4/17
1 Pet-é&p0 2: 2 o 4/21
John 44 1 through itall. [
Enduring Wit

Above is an internet meme that Pastor Tino ~ 4/23
posted to the church Facebook Group page, 4126
on April 15. The FB group continues to be very

May @ 7Sunday of EasSig iR hin many frequent posters and
Acts -3%7: 22 commentefs both members and norember

friends of the church, and as of April 29 had
Psal m-2806 : 8 408 members (mostly thanks to Pastor Tino

. inviting a whole bunch of folks from his 4/29

1 Petex2 3:13 very diverse FB friends lists).
John 12115
Wi tness of LO%@Iowis a photo of t #/80

lot area that Lloyd took on April 22 and posted

to the FB Group page. He captioned:

0 uely intriguing.

UE Y z24Sunda y of E vavh% Enge% olﬁ the ground and in the sky. Pointing
Act s14: 6 at what? I|s there a
Psal m1®8:3B2
1 Pete2r2 3: 13 5/5
John -17: 1 5/7
Spirit of Wi 5/8

5/9
May Béntecost Su 5/12
Act s-22: 1
5/16
Psal m 13044 : 2346
1 Cor -1312: 3b 5/18
John 2@: 19 5/20
Strengthen t 5/22
5124

The | ebspbinds ithhe focus 5/28

message of the day an

| esson; the italicize foL‘_’/rso

the Sunday service. b 5/30
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Heide Israel
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Ti mManadModer ator s Notes
April 2020

May the Peace of God that passes all understanding be with you! ———

First of all aloha and | hope you are all well during this time of COAD

During pandemic times like this, people are struggling with issues like c
care, jobs, the health of the family, loved ones, and finances. | persona
find myself overreacting to the news of COVUD. | feel that many of the
things | have taken for granted are now being called into question.

Il tds moments | i ke this that r emi
in an imperfect world. But | know that God has a plan for us. It is often
through adversity that we draw nearer to each other and to God. | be-
|l ieve that some good can come out of this terrible €

With restaurants being shut down, we can have more time for sitting down to share home cooked meals. Those
family connections are amazing. There will be more time for us parents to instruct our children in the teaching
about the Lord. Saying grace before a meal is another opportunity to model a life of faith for kids. | look forward to
more time playing catch in the backyard. We need to keep praying. Let us pray for God to bring revival during this
time of national emergency. We need to keep reading the scripture. We need to keep loving God. And we need
to continue taking care of our neighbors. We will get through this with God on our side!

|l am saddened that we will not get to spend the mont
ing Easter service. Il have fond memories of Easter
anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God. And the peace of
God, which transcends all wunderstanding, wid/l guard

Godds peace, protection, joy, and strength be with vy
Tim Stewart, lao UCC Moderator
[ Editor: phot o above is
attending virtual worship online one Sunday in March. ]

Total Members

Mar 1, 2020 - Apr 30, 2020
408 Members

- )
Craig Bode & Fley Iniba 450

‘{’ F F 400

CIMAILSTR]

3 5
-
|Elorentina,Cordova. e David Belew, =5 § & Tim Stewart. Total Members

a0 +44%

Mar 1 Mar 9 Mar 18 Mar 26 Aprd Apr12 Apr 21 Apr 30

Since thietpbaett e-hdolmomek directives from state and county o
holding its committee meetings online Phot o above | eft st
Lynette Shiroma, who was attending via phone audio only. T
members in our church Facebook Group Member ship had been
increased sharMdryérneorsadryd ami cdf function of Pastor Tino invi:
varied socialdtmedihee canmtreantts number of 408 as of the end o
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oThe Future Awaitso
Sermon on April 26, 2020 by The Rev. Fl

125"Anni versary Theme: ORefl ecting Our Pa
1st Peter 1:123 & Luke 24:135

Three year®aguoen we began our journey together, we never could haygp
would be celebrating virtual worships together. We never could havé ima
Anniversary virtually. But no matter the shyleeartheqiaeeted spiritually by
Spirit of God and as | mentioned lasteStmdat that is on deplogrentstill

called to be the living Church of God. As the pastor of this amazing churc Churct
of Christ, | hear everything and get things firsthand. What | have learned tis on
deployment has handed out face masks, toilet paper, paper towels, postea you he

sewed face masks to those in need, have shared your fruits and vegetab St

those I n need. Bel oved | ao, t hi s It
|l iving churchoé out in our communi ti
What better way to celebrdtAmnivé2ary than to hear you continue to be t

words and actions. | love you lao UCC!

Three years ago, I also remember asking eac
guash each otherds dreamsoé6 each one™Anfiversasy offoar \
churanhl am st i | | encouraging eacbbof we &albl ewdr ek

tude to come into fruition and allowing that same Spirit of God that guided the founders ent86% to le:
The Spirit of God is not bound by doctriddsubretmatildsrthe dreams of each generation to cdras alive. (
history that we should celebrate, and we do on this day, but we érenipebcondiggd kitliee mainy char
has endured for the sake of the Gospels.

|l am thinking about Cleopas in

maus thinking that all was lost. How many times did the early church |
Japanese Christian Church have to overcome hardships? How many
community have to overcome hardships? The accidental drowning of
tors? The arrest of another pastor who was then put into an internmer
0 we have a histbigth good and bad but thr@uthte iHally Spirit of 1895

continues to be with us now in 2020. You see church, the Holy Spirit I
virtual quality &wite just need to be reminded that no matter where we
how we wol@prist walks with us on this Emmaus journey, even toda

| truly believe that God put not motion in 1895 and gave birth to this church for a rédisom. From the
Wailuku Japanese Christian Church, to lao Congregational Churcld, tiviersityniteou€ bancimbbiBhhas
come the prominent part of our call. Imagine with me all the changes that has occurred from 1895 to
dreams, the changes God has instore for us for the future. While thed-aggi8pirdtrieouwaid othdsznme
traditiodswve the living body od @teiative church of today, the alive church of the Gospels, laagegsne th
A once Japanese only speaking church, to an English speaking church, that now included Spanish, |
Micronesia, and most recently, we have welcomed into our church family, The Free Chuetutdf Tonge
o0We ar e adAmenamlpraiseddd! God. o
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Beloved lao Ghascive move toward 150 years of missibweucdmioiis
hold on to a sedentary religion, we must acknowledge a religion that &
one that does not cling to it. We cannot hold on to a religion that cling
dead wood we sit on every Sunday. If there is one thing we should be
few Sundays in qudrarttia¢ the church is wheredvemdtamhere we stand i
Holy ground my beloveds. Where we stand is the church and it isdHoly
let us bring all of our hopes and dreams to God table and pray and dis
dreams come alive for our generation and the next. There are many
today have had to transition and become nimble. Another lesson we s
world today. Rong and | have learned about how sound and video are
your perspective and how we are nimble enough to make necessary ¢
notice. How far our virtual worship has gone around thé aairlshhakoa - _
the mainland, but to places in Africa, Venezuela, Brazil, Guatemala, just to name a few. Our
family has grown because of our virtual world reality of today. So we cannot tie oursehethdbadeas ar
permanent and immovable. We must be nimble enough to change that is mission and vision focusec

=

As many of you know, we have begun to,fatad)dfiear stBategic plan. That plan is still working its \
through the process and those who were at the Congregational meeting in January receRasioarsradi
Vision | put together for the Strategic Planning Committee has already been implementetirot many w
only the local church, but from help of Memyewmmtet system, the projection capabilitiescionitie sanc
tioners in Kanda Hall, new fans in Kanda Hall, new water heater in Kanda Hall and nowdibenability to
dia outlets. These are many dreams that some af lkel daeetiiegdastbdn, air conditioningistthre sanct
age space in Kanda Hall, etc. These ar e tdgetg ¢
them done tomorrow, but we need to pray pad
our Youth, the next generation and keep them engaged as a living and vital part of our church family

As we travel together on this our Emmaus road, let us not get trapped by-daybisod tieaeadhon t
focused on mission and vision where God is calling us to be in 2050. Let us not hold on tdareligion of
future we can shape. As the song that Pastor Jack BélsoMWwrote lleginswithape t he f u
the theme of this church in 1995 ¥Anniversanyefbérya r
faithful church all the8éyears also celebrate that moment in which the Gosgetndetanedaliséniio us
oneness with each other and with the Divine. As Pastor Jack statéd sq elagueetly thismosiimge mb
is not enodglie must add new chapters to the history of lao UCC as A& mavé towand tha 5y . 6
an invitation in putting words into action as this church has and continues to do for manygtears to co
written unless we create a new story for them. New stories do not happen unless we have a vision a

So, let us close with this. Let us go forth and create these new stories for the next cleaptbes of our
people of God that move with such boldness and purpose without fear and doubt. We do nairmeed tc
rowd we only need to move forward, one step at a time, one dapavegjriratrClartbt walks withuas on tt
Emmaus journey. Amen, Amerasnddahelufa.

A cellphone text message foma Mayedhe day after the 125th Anniversary virtual worship service:

Happy Mépdaty wanted to say how much
...thank you so much for your effo

0

|
rts and | ove
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Sunday Morning Virtu
How the Virus Stole Easter

by Kristi Bothur(with a nod to Dr. Seuss)

6Twas |l ate in 0619 when the

Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land.

People were sick, hospitals full,

Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school.

As winter gave way to the promise of spring,

The virus raged on, touching peasant and king.

People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen.

They YouTubed and Zoomed, soecidibtanced, and cleaned.

April approached and churches were closed.

0O0There wonot be an Easter,
0There wondt be church ser
No reason for new dresses
Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest.

The world was focused on masks and on tests.
OEaster candt happen this
0Online and at home, it ju

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the days came and went.
The virus pressed on; it just would not relent.

The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed.

The virus still menaced, the people, estranged.

0Pooh pooh to the saints, o t
0Theyodre finding out now t ha
0Theyodre just waking up! We
Their mouths will hang open a minute or two,

And then all the saints will all cry bewoo!

0That noise, 6 said the wor

So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear.
And it did hear a sound coming through all the skies.
It started down low, then it started to rise.
But the sound Thisssundvias tduenphang!
I't coul @uiddrewhvith alsuiodance!
The world stared around, popping its eyes.
Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise!
Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small,
Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all!
I't hadndét stopped Easter fr
Somehow or other, it came just the same!
And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine

Q

Stood puzzling and puzzling.J ust how can it
ol't came without bonnets, it
It came without egg hunts, d
Then the world thought of soa
oMaybe Easter, o6 it thought,
Maybe Easter, perhaps, means
And what happened thetWe | | . .the story
What will YOU do?Will you share with that one
Or two or more people needing hope in this night?
Will you share the source of your life in this fight?

The churches are emptybut so is the tomb,

And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom.

So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer,

As the virus still rages all around, everywhere.

May the world see hope whe

May the world see the church is not a building or steeple.

May the world find Faith i

May the world find Joy in a time of dejection.
May 2020 be known as the year of survival,
But not only that- Let it start a revival.

al

WornshkribmoRerwimé &s oaitp s/ |

I d pastiTinb Wastatan erilimearieétingvith his
colleagues from the Hawaii Conference when
he heard someone say it would be a wonder-

s s Blidea to put portraits of parishioners o

hear .

6

the empty pews of churches that were hold-

ing virtual worship se

rvi

ces. T

editor thought this idea quite appealing and right up his alley, so found
photo portraits of many church members, printed them, and put them
on the pews so that Pastor Tino and Rong could look out at the virtual

m ceriyrédafich while feading Virtuhl worship on Sunday mornings. Some

these portraits are from many years ago, discovered in the hard drive ¢

pahe of the old PCs stored in the church office. Our neighbor Nur Gibso

chastakerwto puttingufloral mndmlamt efterings in front of photos on the
a npewestatithe lanaiin homwon ¢f the &bsent church members (below).
met hing it hadndét before.
(‘) UCDIIGt CUTIITT fIUIII a btUIC.
a little bit more.o
0s[ not done.
n t looks at Godds peopl e.
n Jesusd death and resurrection,
6



